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. conformity with 1he;si‘x?y six feet level, it became ne--

- cessary to descend the Patapsco tg 5 correspending eleva-

tion, and, afler leaving the Patapsco, to conduct ‘the rond

- transversely, 4o the direction of the watep courses of the hilly

country through which it was to pass. It will be seen at
.once, that this made the road, after leaving the stream and
. for a distance of seven miles, a continual succession f deep
cuttings and high embankments, instead of the easy hill side
-excavation, of which it would have heen formed, ‘had it ad-
hered to the' Patapsco by the roate hefore suggested. But
although -the additional eXpense which the adoption of thig

~ foute oceasioned, was very great, yet the ends obtained by

#he expenditure were perhaps commensurate; since, had the
#ixty six level Leen rejected, ‘and the gouthern approach to
the city adopted, there war, at the time, every reason to be-
dieve, that ithe corporation of Ballimore woiild have with-
drawn from al| participation -in the project, and refused any
Aacilities to.its execution wiihin the limits of the city.

- The location of the toad having been decided upon, and
the point .of entrance iato the city fised, the corner Stone

‘

~#vas laid by Charles Carrall of Carrollton, on the 4th of

July, 1828 with civic Cceremoutes, manifesting the enthy-
s1asm of the population of Baltimore, in the great work ahont
to be commenced. - On the¢ 14th July, notice for proposals
to contract for the construction of the work of the first divi-
sion, etending.from Baltimore to Ellicon’s Mills, was pab-
licly given, aud, by the beginning of September following, thig

" partof the road was allotted to the several contractors; ‘but,

6w ng to .various causes incident to the commencement of a

- work of the kind, it was no until the-middle of Octubor

that all the sections of the first division were in Process of

“execution.

' ’
In the month of Novemter, the second division, extending
from Ellicott’s Mills to the Forks.of Patapsca, a distauce of
ttwelve miles, was also put uader eontract. + During the fall
of 1828, and winter of 182\8~~29, all the energies of the com-

~-pany were employed in Qvercoming the difficulties, which,

owing to the adoption of the 8ixty six feet level, presented
‘themselves upon the first seven miles of the first divisson of
the road. Among the principal of these may he enumerated,

¢ the passage of Gwyun’s Falls by a bridge of stone rising

Bixty five feet from “its foundations, and upwards of three

‘hundred feet in length; the cut at the firot crossig of the
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